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INSTRUCTIONS:

In this exercise, you are going to connect 
the nodes you created in the previous 
exercise to different futures, to create the a 
Futures Cone. Note that the more nodes 
you have from the futures wheel, the more 
points you are able to map.

1.Read the different futures definitions from 
the column to the right.

2.Write the seed of your exploration in the 
area provided.

3.Select 10 to 15 nodes from the previous 
future wheel exercise that are of most 
interest to you.

4.Place these nodes into the area of the 
map that you think are the most appropriate 
to each of the futures.

PROBABLE FUTURES

These are futures which you think are likely 
to happen. Think about current trends and 
how you think they will play out in the 
future, and map those nodes into the 
central part of the map.

PLAUSIBLE FUTURES

These are futures that you think could 
happen based on the current understanding 
of the world. Place the corresponding 
nodes in the first ring of the map.

POSSIBLE FUTURES

These are futures that we think might 
happen based on things we do not know 
yet and are not sure of, but might be one 
day. Place the corresponding nodes in the 
second or outermost ring of the map

IMPOSSIBLE FUTURES

These are futures that you think are ridicu-
lous or impossible and will never happen. 
Place the corresponding nodes outside of 
all of the circles on the map. Why bother 
with the impossible? Because history 
shows us that supposedly “impossible” 
things happen all the time!
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