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INSTRUCTIONS: EMERGING COMBINATION
TECHNOLOGY

This exercise will help you develop the Combine ideas from
centre and starting point of your future Which emerging technologies do you want to the different rows to
space. You will think about different key investigate and explore their potential for the generate some
elements of your “future synthesis” (column future? potential startingto the right), and then combine them to
create some potential starting points. Examples: Machine Learning, Blockchain, points. Remember,

Synthetic biology, Nanotech, 3D printing, IOT, follow your personal
1. Read the text under each of the Cryptocurrencies interests!
headings on the right hand side beginning
with “Emerging Technology”, and ending PROBLEM /with “Futures”.

CHALLENGE
2. Fill in the top row of circles (in line with
Emerging Technology”) with four different Are there any problems that you would like to 
technologies that interest you and you tackle? They could be rooted in a social cause, 
would like to investigate. such as equal access to the justice system, or

environmental such as rising global tempera-
3.Repeat the previous step for each row, tures.  
until you have 16 circles filled in.

Examples: Climate Change, Diabetes, Food
4.Once your 16 circles are filled in, move to Security, Ocean plastic, War, Gender Bias 
the “Combination” column. Here you should
mix some of the different elements you have BUSINESS
put in each of the rows and come up with OPPORTUNITYthree potential starting points.

Which business opportunities can you identify
SOME TIPS: and would you like to explore further? You can 

think of current trends and drivers here, like the 
sharing economy, IOT and video conferencing.

A starting point should not be so broad that
it could be anything or too specific that it Examples: P2P, Subscription, Membership, 
narrows you down too early in the mapping. sharing economy.

FUTURES

Which are some future scenarios that excite 
you and you would like to explore? It could be 
near, mid or far future relating to something that 
interests you. It could be broad like post-work 
society or a world with no currency.

Examples: 3-day work week, genderless 
society, interplanetary commerce, ecological 
utopia
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